24                      LEON BLUM

also artistic, directs the ballet of the opera house in
Monte Carlo and the gambling casino at Cannes*
Lucien, Marcel and Georges conduct the family
business, which occupies the three first floors of a
stately granite structure at No. 14, Rue du Qpatre-
Septembre, in Paris.

With something resembling a grimace of distaste,
M. Lucien Blum acknowledged to me that neither
Marcel, Georges nor himself is a Socialist. In fact,
continued he, Leon's notoriety as an agitator has
scarcely been favourable to the prosperity of the
house. Unscrupulous rivals have been only too
eager to press upon customers the folly of buying
goods from a company with a Socialist as partner*
But Leon, his brother insisted, is not and never has
been a partner of Blum Freres* He owns no sou
of its capital and derives from it not a centime of
revenue- No single day has he worked in its office,
and for several years he has refrained from entering
the premises. Yet the beneficent autocracy with
which Auguste Blum managed and developed his
establishment did not elude the attention of his
cleverest son. In a treatise entitled La RSforme
gouvernementale, which was printed anonymously in
1918 and republished under the author's signature
in June, 1936, M, Blum recurs again and again to
twin comparisons adumbrating the idea! French
Premier : he should be a " monarch " ; he should
be the " head of a business.55

Having attained a patriarchal fullness of years,
Auguste Blum died in 1921, bequeathing his share
of the enterprise on impartial terras to his sons*